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CONFIDENTIAL BUJUMBURA 0420 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PDIP, ACOM. BY 

SUBJECT: PROBLEMS WITH DIPLOMATIC POUCHES IN BURUNDI 
REF: BUJUMBURA 0413 

WHILE AGAIN TODAY PRESSING CHIEF OF PROTOCOL FOR EARLY MEETING 
WITH FINANCE MINISTER TO DISCUSS CUSTOMS PROBLEMS HERE WITH 
DIPLOMATIC POUCHES, I MENTIONED THAT I HAD NOW INFORMED DEPART- 
MENT OF OUR DIFFICULTIES AND ASKED THEM TO TAKE MATTER UP 
WITH AMBASSADOR NZEYIMANA. CHIEF OF PROTOCOL SAID THAT NZEYIMANA 
HAD BEEN FULLY INFORMED OF PROBLEM. THIS IMPLIES THAT THERE MAY 
NOW BE SET POLICY, AT LEAST IN FOREIGN MINISTRY TO STICK TO 
THEIR GUNS IN REFUSING POUCH ADMISSION OF "TOO HEAVY". IT MAY 
ALSO MEAN THAT NZEYIMANA IS BRIEFED TO GIVE US SOME RATIONALE 
AND POLICY STATEMENT ON THE QUESTION WHICH WE HAVE BEEN UNABLE 
TO GET FROM AUTHORITIES IN BUJUMBURA. 
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